Carved out with molotovs and heart, the
Exarcheia neighborhood in Athens remains E O
a beacon of fire for those fighting for a
better world. In 2018, we visited ADYE
located in Exarcheia Square. A sel{
organized health clinic, ADYE is just one i‘}'
of the projects in the area standing
against the state and capital while
experimenting wWith other forms of life.
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AL e “Lingdom of self organization” fo materialize.
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ADYE is living proof that self organization works

and we fry to prepare the ground for self

organization at the same time we do not expect

But also we do this because we think this is

a better way of living in the present.
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Exarcheia, Athens' rebel neighborhood, has been fiercel
defended by it's inhabitants from police and fascists since

the fall of the dic atorship.

Although quiet fonight, it

doesnt feel dormant.
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We sit in KVOX; a squat off B §]

Exarcheia square.
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Over the past few years, KVOX has
been at the center of a fight against .
drug dealers in the neighborhood.

il I

In a place Iyargely off limits fo
uniformed representatives

of the state,

“ We're here o learn about
the autonomous health
clinic run in the basement,

at the heart of it all.

the police use mafia and
the drug trade as a way to |
intimidate, infiltrate and
undermine the anarchist
movement.

Well, or anizing on this scale is
no problem, on a societal scale

D u think this
gve many things need to change.

model is scale-able?
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H lationship between Po& en
Er\rds ﬂzictrre r:eeeds to shift fundamentally.
I+ must shift from a doctor-centere
model to a Pahem‘-cen{’ered mpéel, one.
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This is very important, but we would
destroy the hospitals, but use H?:m qnnod+
organize them horizontally.

Working in the hospital, there
that can be +qkenPﬁ'or,n +:£ein‘:+§-'j{(-)ioqnj.o '
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materials and also knowledge..

and brought back to AD7E.
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this project as another way
\ \/{tl: esnegeage Wﬁ’h L})ahen{'s than in the

institutions, in a more ec\ual way-
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We work on prevention and
education to return patients health
b to their own hands.
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And like everything, there's
widespread corruption,
everyone has access but if
you have money or not
makes a difference,

Is this the clinic? | have a
problem on my foot

Yes, of course, you can go

/ﬁ_down to see the doctor now
it
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» Until 2015, ADYE
mostly served those
born in Greece.

‘ i But in 2015 when many migrants arrived in
e\\:,i;h:c(;'ly 2./:3,\;{.’;02/0::&;? Exarcheia, the neighborhg/od had to respond, and
SR ST /\ we were in a good position to respond first.
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‘ treated hundreds of TN
issues, diarrhea, infections _ >

Q'and newborns with no medical treatment.
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We established a team +hat
cases of respiratory

__ where we were able to provide a higher quality
e

ol / ﬁ of care faster than the QOVernmeMS or NGOs.
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e wanted o demonsira o T oS
anted 1o demonstrate two things, +
care about refugees and oppose Faszsijssi- btfq\\;’iir / %
and to show that self organization works, e
gﬁ\\ ~ N\ — aanr T

All practical issues are decided in the assembly.
The structure is horizontal.

Decisions are made b consensus,
100% consensus i possible..

5 close fo this as poss‘.b\e\.
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k O\.;r meelring will begin now,
—~ if you would like to join

e
so »;ko areé you guys, can you tell ys -
ome things about yourselves. 4




Like what is your We want to know yoy
purpose for being here, ﬂ don't worl with it
do you want to learn state, or an NGO or |
some things from us? “3 something like this.
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uh- We're from the US, we produce comics for Q
that we distribute as propaganda.

le:u: the situa
e his i ‘
struaggles, s land of Hueh < PPElne

ing.
// Q"’ J TV m— e

/ We currently are
' working on a comic
about inspira’ﬂonal

self-organized projects
in Europe,

We have made Some

face in the Balkans, 4}, tions migrants

S \ "S
..And we're definitely not associated with or take
any money from the state or NGOs or anything
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" Which is why we're /
. here with you now.
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This all cost 6 o 7 +housand euros, luckily some
connections we have with the anarchist federation in
France has helped us out.
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Our objective, is not to cover the defi it
the state, but to promote au+oge§+iocn". o

? With the failure of the movement of the squares, |
everyone went back to their neighborhoods to organize.
Meanwhile Syriza set up clinics
fhat distinguished between those
who had access to social security
and hose who did not.
\Thyl F,d{» ‘L\V\-M ¥
€Y alSo retuse Oenqewp‘.k.‘.h o
and dissolved in 2015, s% ?he}’ woulj rriftgfqe“:’:;es
the newly elected Syriza government.

\ w ADYE, we, in contrast see ourselves as not
e simply closing the gaps left by the state.

/ Syrizas ottempt to establish \neaHhcaLed\Cor S~

. & in bad,
all Greeks tailed, conditions re".‘r;ncare etc.
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months-long waiting lists, bad qual




; In 2012, there was an assembly of
anarchist collectives and Squats called to

combat state sponsored mafia and drug
dealing infent on des+roym9 Exarcheia.
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The decision was made there

late the confrontation
" erough socl projects

At '»@V
{: o clinic and a grocery
== > (;‘rore was started.
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The grocery store co“aPSed
but the clinic remains.

- We had some events in +he Square to raise
money for rehabbing the Space and building
ﬁ out the clinic. We needed $o-

You can put fhose over

here, thank you-

We are collecting donations

for the victims of the fires.
Anf/\«/ay, we needed {0 bring the

clinic up to health standards.
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{ j I looked at their stuff its — R,

not hipster, all political.

| like it.

Okay well great, you can come by
tomorrow at 6:30pm, here, and we can

show you our clinic.

\ | assure you it will
! /”R‘ be very boring.
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- So you can leave now, because we

are going to switch to Greek.
Lo




The next day
©:00pm

Oh hey! I'm sorry, did you
hea?'/ about this fire?

Ah yeah, we saw
the sky and then
saw it in the news,
it's terrible.

anima\s too,

people IeaP+ from
it Ju5+ moved SO fast.. S the cliffs as the fire

2k6 dead, many
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¢ We went with some donations, a i VINN p
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/ few doctors and a counselor for /

P

- psychological ailments. !

0 linic spent some fime at Idomeni, bu’t Jjust the
swijer oCF :r\he fes*ruc’rion from this.. fire.. it's different.
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Here's recepho-n, this is where ev.
and is checked in before they Sezrzﬁszjg’tjls i

We tell +hem the situation,
$hat this building is squatted,
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/ e do Yhis for free
H;:*a\:ead of 50\“““':'
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, Waiting room,

pSychologists office,

L l
octors office

| fully equipped:, /

| blood pressure,
" cardiology machine,

ultra sound,
dentist office,

Pharmacy with no op

~— — 1

We have 6 doctors, 6 Psycholog.s&s,
3 dentists, 1 Pharmacis’r and 1

dental technician, with 25 People

total on the assembly-

iates.

We serve maybe 10-12 people er
N shift, mostly for primary I:-.eafl){'kcezre,
v pulmonary issues, blood pressure,
: \ K inflammation, diabetes...

So how did all ¢

his start? ['s incredible. / »
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